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THE EPISTLE OF ST. THOMAS 
 

St. Thomas Episcopal Church  Diocese of East Carolina 
The Rev. Jeff Douglas                              The Rt. Rev. Robert Skirving 

 

 
 TEACH YOUR CHILDREN - JESUS 

What should we 

be teaching our 

children? It’s an 

age old question 

and one fraught 

with difficulties 

on every side.  

We have long debated whether schools 

as they currently are configured and run 

produce what our economy needs in 

workers and leaders.  Public schools 

have struggled with the challenges of 

teaching students what material is 

necessary for economic and personal 

success. 

In the mid-20th century, the 3 R’s: 

Reading, wRiting and aRithmetic were 

all that was necessary for a person to get 

and keep a decent job, with wages that 

could maintain a small house, with a car 

and maybe enough left over to take a vacation every now and then on the two weeks of vacation workers were 

given. But this is clearly part of a bygone era today.  Such an education will barely get you a job with wages so 

comparatively low that it would take 2 people working full time at such a job to make ends meet. Chances are 

these two people would have no benefits such as health insurance, vacation time and would be renting their 

home and never own a new car. 

The advent of the information age with the twin inventions of the computer and the internet have 

revolutionized not only our way of life but what it takes to succeed economically as well and our schools (and 

the rest of our societal institutions) are struggling to keep pace with the changes.  In fact, many futurists now 

predict that my grandchildren may enter college looking to acquire skills for jobs that have yet to be invented 

but will be a reality by the time they finish college in 4 years later. Such will be the pace of change in 20 years. 

(It boggles the mind!) They will have to constantly be acquiring new skills, new capacities to deal with the 

ever changing world in which they will live or they will fall behind and perish, economically and physically 

unless there is a dramatic shift in our economic structures. 
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You and I have lived through an era when the Church has struggled to adapt to modernity with its new music, 

new technology, new patterns of relationships in our families as well as our neighborhoods. For much of our 

lives the Church has struggled and stagnated because as an institution we have fought against the new ways of 

relating as men and women in a multiracial, multi-ethnic, global society in which we now find ourselves.  We 

have become the cranky, old, neighbor living up the street who yells at the neighborhood children to “Get off 

my lawn!” And we wonder why the Church is in decline? 

But if we are concerned with our children’s and grandchildren’s future, the Church has a lot it can offer. We 

offer not a way to succeed but a way to live. Yes, learning to write computer code (as in the cartoon) will 

provide a better chance for economic success today and perhaps for years to come. But, as the Church, we 

offer our children (and grand-) chance to discover a vocation instead of a career. Church can be a place of 

discovery where what we learn about our true selves can be matched with the needs of the world. Frederick 

Buechner, Episcopal priest and writer has said, “Vocation is where our deep gladness, meets the world’s deep 

need.” If we teach succeeding generations this, there will be far fewer people toiling away in jobs they can 

barely tolerate, waiting for the end of the day or the week to begin living. By accepting their call to a vocation, 

their work will not have to be a drudgery to be endured, but a way of life to be lived. sure, it won’t eliminate 

the struggles, but there will be a deeper sense of satisfaction and joy in the process. 

The Church offers a way to relate each other that is based on respect, compassion and the recognition that all 

human beings are created equal and equally loved by God. The Church looks at human beings not as rulers 

over God’s creation but as stewards of the planet which provides the God-given abundance which allows us 

and all God’s creatures to not just survive but flourish.  The mission of the Church is to join in Christ’s work of 

reconciling not merely people to God, but human beings to each other, rejecting the artificial divisions we 

humans put between male and female, Jew and Gentile, slave and free, as well as any of the more 

contemporary fault lines on which we divide ourselves. 

So if you are worried about how your children and grandchildren are going to survive in “a civilization 

threatened by ecosystem collapse, rising sea levels resulting in geopolitical turmoil, and the increasing 

polarization of ideological orientations, and humanity’s seeming insatiable desire for stuff” I recommend 

you bring them to Church where they might learn to code in the language that has the power to save us, the 

Good News of total, unconditional and sacrificial love.  

Peace, 

Jeff+ 
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From the Senior Warden— 
 

I’ll take the Lobster, with a Little Help on the Side 
 

The last few months of the year tend to become a blur of activity for St. Thomas’, with 
several events that start within but are designed to take us out of our friendly confines 
so that we can share our friendship with the greater community. These events might 
be liturgical in origin, such as the Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols in December and 
the Blessing of the Animals this month, but they provide clear moments that our work 
within the church’s walls (or the open space of the garth) spreads and resounds 
throughout Ahoskie and beyond. Of course, we share our services, but we also share 

our service. November’s annual ECW Luncheon and Bazaar is a fundraiser that helps one of our most active 
constituent groups finance the many ways it supports service throughout the area, but perhaps our most 
notable event, both in terms of its public nature and in terms of how much it helps the public, falls this 
year on Friday, 21 October, with our annual Lobster Feast (an event so storied even those with the longest 
memories cannot keep straight in what year it began).  
 

My first Lobster Feast fell in the aftermath of Hurricane Floyd, and that year we devoted our proceeds 
entirely to relief for the victims of that storm and its ensuing floods. Each year, we hold this event with 
multiple purposes driving it. First and foremost, we are able to invite community members to our parish 
hall for an amazing and delicious meal, but the food is only a fraction of the draw, as we fill our space with 
laughter and joy, revealing for all to see the joy of community we share at St. Thomas’. The meal, whether 
eaten in or taken out, is a significant part of our public face. A colleague began the year asking me if “your 
church will have that great lobster thing again,” and we are known to quite a few people as “that church 
with the lobster.” However, our reputation need not be limited to this event, particularly when our feast is 
not limiting at all but empowering. The second purpose behind this is to fundraise, and we use the profits 
to aid many aspects and projects of our local and global communities. We keep some of the money 
extremely local, supporting the Rector’s Discretionary Fund and Jeff’s ministry through that, and we donate 
regularly to the Ahoskie Food Pantry (modestly, if not incorrectly, named, for it helps feed families well 
beyond just the one town of Ahoskie). And we designate funds to such global outreach opportunities as the 
annual Medical Mission and to Episcopal Relief and Development. The Lobster Feast is a long day itself and 
an often hectic buildup for our members, but the (often unseen) payoff reaches well beyond the walls of St. 
Thomas’. The Sunday immediately following this event, we will be given a powerful reminder of our charge 
as a part of the Anglican Communion, as we celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation and enjoy our first 
official visit from Bishop Skirving. Although this event will feature another opportunity to share in a 
communal meal, the opportunity to worship with the Bishop as celebrant is an even more important way in 
which we can focus our mission. At the Diocesan Convention this year, Bishop Skirving talked about the 
need to remember that which we already do but to make sure we are purposeful in it and deliberate in our 
plans. St. Thomas’ is “that church with the lobster,” but that is because we are purposeful in our event and 
deliberate in how we use the funds that are raised. Let us be clear to all that what is a wonderful 
community event is actually a chance to make sure all in the community—locally and globally—also get a 
to be touched by wonder. 
 

The theme of the Diocesan Convention was “Equipping the Saints for Ministry.” We are equipped and 
ready (no matter how many late lobster sales might come in). St. Peter might be the Patron Saint of 
Fishermen and St. Christopher the Patron Saint of Seafarers, but St. Thomas is the Patron Saint of Lobster, 
and we can offer that feast to all, letting them know it comes with Help for all on the side. 
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St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church 

Vestry Meeting, September 20, 2016 

Minutes 
 

 

The Vestry and Rector of St. Thomas met on Tuesday, September 20, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. in the Rector’s office. 

Present were Jeff Douglas, Ernie Carter, Hugh Davis, Mike Steczak, Claudia Griffin, David Simons, Rob Outland, 

and Brenda Hewitt. 
 

Prior Minutes.  After an opening prayer, the minutes of the August 16 Vestry meeting were reviewed and 

approved. 
 

Treasurer’s Report.  The Treasurer’s reported that the income from pledges and offerings has been down for 

several months and the income at this level is not sufficient to the meet the monthly expenses.  In addition, there 

have been several significant capital expenses for the sound system, upgrades for the replacement of a 

heating/cooling unit for the church, as well as other needed maintenance issues that have been paid.  The treasurer 

was asked to put information in the bulletin and the next newsletter to make the parishioners aware of these 

shortfalls. 

 

The treasurer reminded the vestry that if parishioners need information on their pledge payments, they can contact 

the treasurer for an account update.  After discussion regarding if the status of the property in the Braxton Britt 

estate, it was requested that the Rector send a letter from the church requesting an update regarding the plan for sale 

of the farm and house, as well as the transfer of assets to a trustee under the will. 
 

The Soup Kitchen will be held on the final two Thursdays in October (20 & 27).    
 

The Ahoskie Food Pantry raised $3,200 in a fundraiser. 
 

The Lobster Feast is scheduled for Friday, 21 October. Tickets have been distributed. 
 

Worship. St. Thomas’ will offer a Blessing of the Animals at 4 PM on Sunday, 2 October, and welcome the Right 

Reverend Rob Skirving on Sunday, 23 October. The Bishop’s Visit will celebrate the confirmation of Christiana 

Vaughan. A covered dish reception will follow the service.  Salads and veggies are suggested. 
 

Education.  Adult Sunday School will focus on stewardship awareness for the month of November.  Jeff is taking 

the youth to Washington, DC for the 7-9 October. Services for that Sunday, October 9, will be Morning Prayer at 

8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
 

Pastoral Care.  The Rector visited with parishioners coping with grief. 
 

Junior Warden’s Report.  The termite inspection was done by Jerome Burden.  Much moisture was discovered 

under the church.  At one time, a fan was used to control the moisture, but it no longer functions.  He suggested two 

fans would be beneficial.   
 

The gutter will be repaired as soon as possible. 
 

Calendar: 
 

7-9 October: Youth Pilgrimage to DC 

16 October: Blessing of the Animals 4:00 p.m. 

21 October: Lobster Feast 

23 October: Bishop Skirving Visitation and Vaughan Confirmation 
 

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 18 October at 6:00 p.m. in the Rector’s Office in the Parish House. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 

Brenda Hewitt 



 

October 2016 Newsletter 5 

           

                                         

 

 

 
 

 

      

 



 

October 2016 Newsletter 6 

OCTOBER  BIRTHDAYS  

 4 Jack Vaughan 
 7 Sarah Davis 
 7 Steed Johnson 
 7 Jim Sullins  

11 Thomas Aycock 
15 Ben Newbern 
17 Michael Shields 
17 Barbara Outland 
20 Loftin Johnson 
21 W.J. “Bubba” Peele 
24 Colin Jones 
27     Michael Hewitt 
 

“O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor; we pray, on your servants, Jack, Sarah, Steed, Jim, Thomas, Ben, Michael S., 

Barbara, Loftin, Bubba, Colin, Michael H., as they begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and 

strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 

15   Overton and Betty Suiter 
30   Tom and Margaret Newbern 

 

“O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the spiritual unity between Christ and his Church:  

Send therefore your blessing upon Overton and Betty, Tom and Margaret, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in 

faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Lobster Feast 

 

 

 

St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
 

Friday, October 21, 2016 
 

LIVE OR STEAMED LOBSTER: $15.00 

LOBSTER DINNER: $25.00 
 

For tickets, call (252) 332-3263 
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St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
P. O. Box 263 
Ahoskie, NC 27910 

     

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


